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SUBJ: US MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO GABON 

REF: STATE 059063 

1 . APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT BONGO TO DISCUSS QUESTION 
OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE HAS NOW BEEN FIXED FOR SATURDAY 
MORNING, MARCH 13. PLAN TO CONVEY TO HIM AT THAT TIME 
INFORMATION PROVIDED PARA 1 REFTEL, ALTHOUGH HE WILL 
ALMOST CERTAINLY REGARD THIS AS INADEQUATE RESPONSE IN 
VIEW FAVORABLE SIGNALS GIVEN HIM NEARLY FOUR MONTHS AGO. 

IF THERE IS ANY HOPE THAT SOMETHING MORE POSITIVE CAN BE 
PROVIDED AT THIS STAGE, I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING SUPPLEMENTARY MESSAGE PRIOR MY MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT. 

2. WITH REGARD TO PROPOSED GRANT ELEMENT OF PROGRAM 
MENTIONED IN FINAL SENTENCE PARA 2 REFTEL, WISH 
SUGGEST THAT VIP VEHICLES FOR PRESIDENTIAL GUARD ARE 
ONLY ONE OF MANY POSSIBILITIES FOR TOKEN GIFT TO GABON. 

WE HAD SUGGESTED THESE BECAUSE OF THEIR DIRECT RELATIONSHIP 
TO PRESIDENTIAL SECURITY. BUT OTHER EQUIPMENT ON GABONESE 
LIST WHICH FALLS WITHIN SCOPE OF AUTHORIZED MILITARY 
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